Leigh and Hindley Circuit Meeting
Thursday 23rd April 2026 at Kingsleigh Methodist Church

1. Opening Devotions           
Rev Wilfred Robinson opened the meeting with the words of St Paul, reminding members of the importance of working as a team. He shared the sad news that both Val and Geoff Pownall are in hospital, and that Rev Dr James Tebbutt (Chair of the North West England District) is also in hospital following a heart attack.

2. Apologies for Absence
22 members of the meeting were present. 14 apologies received. 2 visitors to the meeting.

3. Membership of the Meeting
The membership is as set out in the attendance list. Agreed.

4. Correspondence
a. Cards to be sent to the following people on behalf of Circuit Meeting: (Action SF/TM)
i. Rev Dr James Tebbutt
ii. Joyce Daniels
iii. Val Pownall and Geoff Pownall
iv. The family of Rev Mary Jones

5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
a. The minutes were signed as a correct record of the previous meeting. Agreed.
b. There were no matters arising from these minutes.

6. Treasurers’ Report
a. Susan Fisher had presented a written report to meeting.
b. Susan explained that for the first time the accounts have had to be presented as accruals. Susan expressed her thanks to Thomas McComb and Lyndsay Witts for their help. She asked Circuit Meeting to send a note of thanks to both of these people. Action TM/SF
c. Susan has produced the Trustees Annual Report, including the reserves policy, for September 2024 to August 2025, using a new format. Once agreed and signed by Rev Wilfred and Susan, this will be uploaded to the Charity Commission. Agreed.
d. As the accounts have been done through accruals, a further declaration needs to be signed once agreed by Rev Wilfred and Susan. No concerns were raised by the independent examiner. Agreed.
e. Susan has received most of the Standard Forms of Accounts from churches, with a few outstanding. Please can these be returned to Susan as soon as possible.
f. For this Connexional year, two quarters assessment have been received on time. The next Circuit assessments are due by 15th May.
g. In February, Susan took part in a District Zoom Treasurers’ meeting to discuss the assessment for 2026-27 with an increase of £2489.00, bringing the Circuit assessment to £40,840.
h. A Treasurers’ Meeting has been organised for Thursday 4th May to look at the budget for 2026-27.
i. The final balances as of 31st March 2026 are presented on the written report.
j. At the Church Stewards Meeting, the Circuit Stewards explained that Mission Grants will be available of £5000.00 per church. This should be based around mission work. If any churches would like any further information, Susan explained that they can speak to any member of the CLT.

7. Safeguarding Report
a. Linda Bloomfield had submitted a written report for the meeting.
b. Thomas Martin explained that we continue to be in a situation where the Circuit currently has no Safeguarding officer, with Linda Bloomfield continuing in the role in an acting capacity. Linda has stated that she will not be able to continue beyond the end of the Connexional year. The Circuit has explored various possibilities regarding this, but nobody has yet volunteered to take on all or part of these responsibilities. It is likely that the Circuit will need to employ somebody to take on the role of Safeguarding Officer, possibly in a joint role along with another Circuit. Further discussions around this will take place with Helen Bolton at District Synod on Saturday. (Action WR/SF/TM).
c. Following on from the District Safeguarding Audit, the summary of which was included in the reports distributed ahead of the meeting, Linda Bloomfield asked in the written report for trustees to agree to her taking forward the District recommendations. David Ogilvy asked whether the Circuit could take on these action in light of the current position. It was therefore put to the meeting that the District’s recommendations are taken forward on the proviso that support is sought from District in the appointment of a new Circuit Safeguarding Officer. Agreed. (Action LB)
d. The written report reminds Trustees that Caroline Fillery-Brown has now retired from the role of Foundation Module trainer. Linda asked if Trustees would like her to send a letter of thanks to Caroline for her efforts. Agreed. (Action LB)
i. David Ogilvy asked that it be noted that Caroline’s name is Caroline Fillery-Brown as opposed to Caroline Fillery as written in the report. 
e. Thomas reminded Trustees of the campaign to raise awareness of unwanted touch and the implications of this in our churches. 
i. David Ogilvy asked that we remind Visiting Preachers about the Circuit’s practice to give ‘explicit’ permission for people to not participate in any activities which encourage touch and moving around. Rev Wilfred explained that stewards should make this clear to any Visiting Preachers prior to the start of a service.
ii. Dianne Joseph asked if it would be possible for the ‘May I?’ leaflets to be printed to be available in each church. Thomas said that he would arrange for these to be printed and distributed with the next Circuit Plan. (Action TM)
f. Wilfred asked that we sent a letter of thanks to Linda Bloomfield for the time and effort she has continued to put into this essential role. Agreed. (Action SF/TM)

8. Property Report
a. Maureen Hilton reported that all churches have now had their Quinquennials in the current cycle. There is no other news to report regarding Circuit property.

9. MWiB, Schools and Local Preachers’ Reports
a. Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) Report
i. Maureen Hilton explained that the recent weekend away to Swanick took place earlier in April. A small number of representatives attended from the Circuit.
ii. A MWiB Coffee morning is to be held at Bedford on Saturday 9th May. Further information will be distributed in the coming weeks.
b. Circuit Schools’ Report
i. The meeting received comprehensive reports from Bedford Hall Methodist Primary School and Westleigh Methodist Primary School, with much good news to share about the work going on in both schools.
ii. A request has come from one of the schools to speak about Methodism. Rev Wilfred has asked Susan Stewart and Betty Smith to support with this.
iii. The Open the Book team continues to visit the schools and these sessions have been well received. Rev Wilfred has expressed his thanks to everyone who has supported with Open the Book.
iv. Thomas explained to the meeting that Westleigh Methodist Primary School had been inspected by SIAMS in January 2026 and had received a glowing report highlighting the good work going on in the school community, including the school’s ‘theologically rooted Christian vision’ and ‘relationships characterised by nurture, kindness and respect’. Thomas asked the meeting that we send a letter of congratulations to Mrs Boardman and the staff at Westleigh. Agreed. (Action TM)
c. Local Preachers’ Report
i. No Report was submitted to the meeting as Joyce Daniels has recently had surgery. 

10. Circuit Stewards’ Report
a. Thomas reminded the meeting that the past twelve months have been difficult for the Circuit due to both Rev Wilfred and Rev Katharine having to take time off for health reasons. Both Rev Wilfred and Rev John have both had to take on additional responsibilities during this time and Rev Jacquie has also supported in many ways. We thank for their hard work, but we must be careful not to overburden our presbyters.
b. Thomas explained that Rev Katharine continues to be on leave and asked the meeting that we remind our congregations not to speculate but continue to uphold Katharine in our prayers.
c. The Circuit Spiritual Weekend will take place on Friday 29th May (Bedford), Saturday 30th May (Astley & Tyldesley) and Sunday 31st May (Kingsleigh). Please can churches return their booking forms within the next week.
d. As Susan Fisher also explained, the Circuit is offering Mission Grants of up to £5000 per church. Churches are encouraged to speak to a member of the CLT before submitting their application form. 

11. Spiritual Weekend and Preaching Plans
a. Rev Wilfred spoke to the meeting about the Circuit Spiritual Weekend taking place in May, which will be based around the book of Philippians and will be led by Rev Alan Bradley, who is currently on pilgrimage to Zimbabwe. By coincidence Philippians will also be the text for Bible month in June.
b. The Circuit Plan for June to August 2026 is currently in progress and a draft version will be sent out in the next week.
c. At the Church Stewards meeting, it was agreed to set up a shared folder of resources for Local Arrangement, this will be a collaborative effort with resources from every church. Thomas asked that churches send at least one resource so that this could be set up. 

12. Any Other Business
a. None.

13. Closing Prayers
Wilfred closed the meeting in prayer. The meeting shared in the Lords’ Prayer and the Grace.

Dates of the Next Meeting
Thursday 25th June 2026, 7.30pm at Kingsleigh Methodist Church
Thursday 17th September 2026, 7.30pm at Kingsleigh Methodist Church
Thursday 25th February 2027, 7.30pm at Kingsleigh Methodist Church

	Signed:
	

	Date:
	





