                   CANDLEMAS
               WELCOME      CALL TO WORSHIP: 
Our theme for this Morning is CANDLEMAS which is officially celebrated on 2nd February however it seems appropriate for today’s Service. The early mornings are getting a little lighter and hopefully we will soon be having thoughts of Spring. 

HYMN: S/F – 59 - LORD THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE IS SHINING

REFLECTION:
Following the birth of Jesus there is a period of quiet and then the Christian year continues with several important and various celebrations and Candlemas, is the festival marking the end of the Christmas season, commemorating the purification of Mary and the presentation of baby Jesus to God as her firstborn son, at the Temple in Jerusalem 40 days after his birth. 

READING – LUKE chapter 2 – verses 22 – 38

REFLECTION: In Luke and following on from the reading Mary, Joseph and Jesus returned to Galilee to their home town of Nazareth. In verse 38 it says ‘And Jesus grew and became strong, he was filled with wisdom and the grace of God was on him’.  Following this statement ‘he grew and became strong’ we hear very little about Jesus until he is aged about 12 when he appears in the market. 

READING – ISAIAH – chapter 42 – verses 1 – 9  

HYMN: 136 – MORNING HAS BROKEN 

CANDLEMAS TRADITIONS:
In another and for us a more important aspect of CANDLEMAS is an ancient tradition, full of folklore and the first written records of the celebration date back to the 5th century and is often called The Festival of Light.  Many different religions observe the tradition, throughout the world and it is a huge celebration in Sweden, Denmark and the other Northern hemisphere countries where they all feature candles which were a vital part of Church services before the introduction of electricity. There will be pictures in the papers of girls, parading dressed in white with candle head dresses, special food will be prepared, often pancakes. Candles are also regarded as a symbol of simplicity, and people seek solace in their glow. Their use can also be a powerful and comforting ritual when days are long, dark and the weather is cold and forbidding. Regardless of how it is celebrated the essence of Candlemas remains the same – a celebration of light, hope and the promise of brighter days ahead. Part of the Candlemas service in many countries is the blessing of candles which are to be used in their Churches throughout the year. Handing candles to members of the congregation is also part of some Churches ritual. 

HYMN: S/F – 526 – LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS 

CANDLEMAS, WEATHER AND SNOW DROPS
There is a huge amount of folklore as we have said, which not just concerns candles but also the weather – here’s an old rhyme which we need to remember on the 2nd February 

If Candlemas Day be fair and bright
Winter will have another fight,
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain
Winter will not come again
The season of CANDLEMAS does indeed signal brighter days ahead and one of the very best harbingers of brighter days ahead means signs in the garden and hopefully SNOW DROPS which usually come before daffodils – however now with global warming anything is possible !! 
It is believed snow drops arrived in this country around the 1500s brought by monks from France where they are called ‘snow piercers’ – because although they appear so delicate they have hardened leaf tips which allow them to push through any snow or earth. Snow drops – sometimes called Candlemas bells - hold a deep meaning for people worldwide and here in Britain they are a sign when their green shoots emerge you know you’ve survived the darkest weeks of winter and the days will certainly lengthen.
TO A SNOWDROP by William Wordsworth – written in 1819.
Lone Flower, hemmed in with snows and white as they
But hardier far, once more I see thee bend
Thy forehead, as if fearful to offend,
Like an unbidden guest. 
Though day by day,
Storms, sallying from the mountain-tops, waylay
The rising sun, and on the plains descend;
Yet art thou welcome, welcome as a friend
Whose zeal outruns his promise! 
Blue-eyed May shall soon behold this border thickly set
With bright jonquils, their odours lavishing
On the soft west-wind and his frolic peers;
Nor will I then thy modest grace forget,
Chaste Snowdrop, venturous harbinger of Spring,
And pensive monitor of fleeting years !
HYMN: S/F – 39 - ANGEL VOICES EVER SINGING 
PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
COLLECTION:
HYMN – S/F – 152 – THIS IS THE DAY 
BENEDICTION – 
May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.


