OA Palm Sunday
14 April 2019
Requires 4 readers scattered around the congregation.
Setting the Scene:
One of the most important of the Jewish festivals is fast approaching.  The Feast of the Passover. It celebrates the escape of the Jewish people from Egypt when the first born son of every non-Jewish family was killed, but the houses of the Jewish people, identified by a cross painted on their door using the blood of a lamb, were passed over.
Jerusalem was absolutely packed as people from all over Palestine made their way there so that they could worship at the temple.  Not a bed was to be had anywhere in the city.  Market traders and moneychangers were doing big business and making huge profits from the devout who wanted to purchase an offering to the Lord.
It was very hot and dusty.  Vast crowds wandered around, admiring the sights, going through the bazaars, greeting friends who they may not have seen since last year at the same time.  Others may have been falling out with each other, a result of the heat and dust, while the local people are trying to continue with their lives under pressure from all the extra work involved. 
Jesus is staying with friends, Martha, Mary and Lazarus, at Bethany so he is assured of a comfortable place to stay and good food on the table, but each day He goes into Jerusalem and sees what is happening.  He is now well known amongst the people for his preaching, teaching and miracles so wherever He goes there are large groups who follow Him.
On Palm Sunday Jesus makes his way into Jerusalem riding on a donkey, symbolic of a king and fulfilling the Messianic prophecies.  A warrior king would ride a horse but a donkey indicates that our King comes in peace and He is trying to show that He poses no threat to the Priests and Pharisees at the temple.  The crowds following Him are excited; shouting to Him and encouraging anyone nearby to come close and join them on their triumphant entry into the great city of Jerusalem.



Person 1	
What’s that noise?  
It’s coming from over there!
It’s getting louder, I wonder what’s going on!  I’m going to have a look, are you coming too?
Come on, hurry up or we’ll miss it.  
I can’t move any faster with all these folk around; I’m getting squashed and I’ve got to be careful I don’t fall or I’ll get trampled on and who knows what will happen then.
All this lot jumping up and down, shouting and screaming, they’re getting a bit fanatical trying to attract someone’s attention.  They are waving their arms about and now they’re pulling branches off the trees and waving them, they are throwing them on the ground making a carpet of leaves.  It’s got to be someone really important for everybody to be going bonkers like they are.
Look!  It’s Jesus of Nazareth!  I wonder what He’s going to do next; there are always fantastic stories and exciting happenings when He is about.  Let’s grab a palm branch to wave and follow Him.
I have heard that He claims to be the son of God and all His power is sent from God.  He has certainly done some wonderful things, healing people, telling stories about everyday things – parables I think they’re called – with a hidden meaning, but I’m blowed if I can understand what He is saying in them; I must try to get them explained to me properly. He does talk a lot of common sense though and if He sees that something needs doing He does it - even if it is on the Sabbath day and breaks all the religious rules going.  
He really knows His stuff as He can quote from scripture and the prophets AND He can explain the meanings of the quotes He uses.  He’s a lot easier to listen to than the Priests and Know-it-all Pharisees, all they say is ……… don’t do this, ……… don’t do that, ………. do as I say - even though they don’t do it;  and we can get more from what Jesus is saying too because we can understand most of it.
Come on, we are getting left behind.


Person 2	
Hosanna!  Hosanna!  Jesus is here!
Come on everybody let’s go with Him and see if He will heal anyone – it’s amazing how He does it and it doesn’t seem to matter what the problem is – making the blind see or curing a leper.  It just seems to happen after He has spoken to them or touched them and it’s immediate, then He sends them off to the temple to see the priests and offer prayers of thanks to God.  Us lesser mortals have to keep going to the herbalists forever and a day and pay for treatment.
Or He may tell us one of His stories – now they are something to listen to.
Whoops! We are going to have to be careful a bit further up here.  There’s a group of soldiers hanging about on that next corner.  We don’t want to attract their attention.  They think nothing about dragging our noisy and unsuspecting people off to the jail just to have their bit of fun and spoil our celebrations.
There are a lot more soldiers about at the moment.  They don’t like us Jews having festivals and celebrations because it means more work for them.  All these folk coming into the city, they are frightened the crowds will start to rampage about because it doesn’t take much to turn a noisy active crowd into an unruly mob which wants to try to take over.  Then they will have their work cut out so the soldiers will try to keep us under their thumbs and show us who’s boss.
If He is the Messiah promised in our scriptures, and some people are saying that He is, He’s supposed to be a leader who will take us away from subservience and drive out the Romans.  I can’t see Him doing that when He’s riding on a donkey and His supporters, I think they call them disciples, aren’t even armed.  What can they do against the mighty Roman army?
Uh! Oh!  Calm down there’s another lot of soldiers coming.



Person 3 	
(Loud)  Jesus!  Jesus!  Are you a prophet, a priest or a king?
Your followers are increasing daily, are you going to take over the country and become King of the Jews?
(Conspiratorially) Hey look over there!  There’s a group of Priests and Pharisees and they don’t look very happy.  In fact if looks could kill Jesus would have been dead when they first set eyes on Him.  They are up to no good that lot!  They are terrified that they will lose control and people will stop being influenced by them.  Power mad all of them!  They think they are high and mighty just because they have learned scripture but they’re not willing to come down to the level of the people.  Do you remember the story of the Samaritan man?
How many times has one or other of them tried to trap Jesus by asking Him loaded questions but He always avoids giving them reason to attack him by answering through the law but using a slightly different interpretation of it.  It makes a change for them to be on the losing side of an argument and it always upsets them.
It doesn’t help, as well, that He talks to Samaritans, Romans, Greeks, indeed anyone who will listen, about God and the fact that God is the God of all races – not just the Jews.  Jesus is trying to spread the word of God around the whole world, which is totally against the beliefs of the Priests and Pharisees because they just want to keep him for the Jews.
Jesus is going to have to be more careful than ever this week because that lot will not want everyone to see them put in their places.  They will be scheming and planning how to get rid of Him but they will have to do it so that it looks like they don’t get their hands dirty and can’t be blamed otherwise there will be a riot.





Jesus
My Father’s plans are in progress.  Everything is going ahead as it should.  This donkey was just where He told me and now I ride the lowly beast into the great city of Jerusalem.
I have my friends and disciples around me but I know that they will not be able to protect me.
Only I know what is in front of me. 
Father in heaven why do I have to go through with this?  I ask, but in my heart I know the reasons.  I am the sacrificial lamb at Passover, the offering to God, my Father, so that the world can be saved.
Listen to all the noise; people shouting and chattering with excitement, waving palms and cloaks but they do not understand.  Do they only come to listen to stories and teachings or to see a miracle.   Are these the only reasons that they come to me?  I am not a performer; I don’t stand in the amphitheatre and tell tales or show my skills.  I am here on earth to serve my God and help those in need.  I try to do these things quietly with the power and confidence of God, my Father, and have asked those receiving my care not to say anything but word has spread like wildfire and this is the result.
I am trying show how to make a better world where people will live alongside each other; where different nations come together to help each other, but the Leaders don’t seem to want this, they are more concerned with gaining power and influence, and then showing how powerful they are.
I am the promised Messiah but I am not at all what was expected.  They wanted a warrior king who would drive out oppressors and lead the people of Judah in mighty battles to show their superiority over other races, but that will never happen.  That is not the way of God.
My time here on earth is fast growing shorter but there is so much that still needs to be done.  I will trust my disciples to continue to send out my message but one of them will betray me.   Even he does not realise that it was all foretold and it is in God’s plan that it happens in this way.
Before long this same crowd which is celebrating me now will be baying for my blood.  I know that I am going to die a horrible death but in doing so I will set my people free.


Call to Worship	Isaiah 11 v1-2
 A shoot will grow out of Jesse’s root stock,
a bud will sprout from his roots.
2 The LORD’s spirit will rest on him—
a spirit that gives extraordinary wisdom,
a spirit that provides the ability to execute plans,
a spirit that produces absolute loyalty to the LORD.
Hymn	263 – Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest
(Children to give out palm crosses during hymn)
Prayers 		
Lord’s Prayer
Collection
Bible Reading	Luke 19 v28-40	
Reading	Setting the Scene	
Hymn	265 – Ride on, ride on in majesty
Reading	Person 1
Reading 	Person 2
Hymn	354 – Jesus is the name we honour
Reading	Person 3
Reading	Jesus	
Hymn	317 – At the name of Jesus
Prayers of Intercession
Hymn	342 – All hail the power of Jesus name
Grace together

Intercessions

Lord, we pray that you are able to provide solace and inspiration to
those who feel detached from you at this moment. Those who feel that
you may not be present in their daily lives, or find it difficult to
turn their thoughts towards to you. We pray that they are able to once
again experience your ever present and glorifying nature and realise
that you had never left them, but were always there waiting.
We thank you, Lord, for providing us the time and space to live and
breathe both physically and spiritually. We thank you for your
patience and grace for all those who feel spiritual crisis in their
lives. Most of all, we thank you for being beside us at all times;
whether we recognise this or not.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We give you thanks O Lord for the privilege of communication we have, for the instant phone calls we can make, for post, for a face to face chat and for electronic means of keeping in touch. You call us to love our neighbours, guide us O Lord to those this day and this week, who need encouragement, need a friendly face to pop round and need to know that someone cares for them. Help us to be your body, your mouth, you hands for those in need.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Make your ways known upon earth, Lord God,
your saving power among all peoples.
Renew your Church in holiness
and help us to serve you with joy.
Guide the leaders of all nations,
that justice may prevail throughout the world.
Let not the needy be forgotten,
nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Make us instruments of your peace
and let your glory be over all the earth. 
Amen
