SAFEGUARDING REPORT 
LEIGH AND HINDLEY CIRCUIT MEETING 
February 2026

1	Appointment of Circuit Safeguarding Officer

In view of the ongoing staffing challenges in the circuit I will continue to be available for support on safeguarding incidents, will pass on information to churches from the District, will monitor and arrange safeguarding training and check DBS status. But this is far from the full range of responsibilities and I must ask the Circuit to think about how it can get the role fully discharged. This is especially important in the context of the churches without a Safeguarder (Bag Lane and Atherton Central) which need additional circuit assistance and the comments from the District Audit which need addressing. See Para 2 below.
From a personal perspective I will not be able to continue, even in this minimal role, beyond the end of the Connexional year which gives only 6 months now to sort something out

Extract from Circuit Safeguarding Policy 
It is the responsibility of each Circuit Meeting to appoint a Circuit Safeguarding Officer and there should be no gaps in this crucial provision. It is not appropriate for a minister in pastoral charge or circuit superintendent to fill any gap, because of the potential conflict of roles but an individual safeguarding officer may cover the role in more than one location……. Ultimate responsibility for safeguarding within the circuit lies with the Circuit Meeting.
 
2	District Safeguarding Audit of Churches and Circuit

Each year the District conducts an audit of safeguarding practice in all churches and the circuit. This year it was done online which is not ideal for everyone and 3 of our churches did not complete the audit. The summary of the responses is shown in the attached Excel spreadsheet. The District’s summary and recommendations are contained in the Annex at the end of this report.
Do Trustees agree to me taking forward the District’s recommendations?

3	Training and DBS Update

Foundation Training. Caroline and Reverend Jacquie did an amazing job running 3 sessions in October/November bringing the Circuit up to date at that point (some 43 trainees from L&H and many from other circuits)
[bookmark: _GoBack]A further 13 require updating in the first half of 2026 and a further Face to Face and a Zoom session have been arranged for February. If everyone who has put their name forward does attend then the Circuit will be up to date until September 2026 These sessions have been opened up to other circuits in the District.

May I remind Trustees that Caroline Fillery has retired from this role (she has kindly agreed to return to do these two sessions) The Circuit meeting needs to identify someone to take her place
We should send a letter of thanks. Would Trustees like me to arrange that?. 


It has just been announced that the FM is now available online for those who are refreshing and can learn in the way

Advanced Training. The Region is up to date but there are 6 people due to refresh this year. All have been reminded

DBS checks for those people in the following roles LP/WL/Presbyters/Circuit Stewards/Church Safeguarders (i.e.those roles for which records are held at the circuit level) all now seem to be up to date with grateful thanks to Church Safeguarders for a big push on this. There are 6 people who need to have theirs rechecked in 2026 and I will monitor that these get done

4.	Incidents and Concerns
None reported in this period

5.	Unwanted Touch

The church’s important campaign to raise awareness of how we can inadvertently hurt someone by unwanted touch continues.
I have reissued the guidance that was sent out last year to all churches and the LPM.The Circuit discussed this in June 2025.
Please will Trustees consider how they can raise awareness of this issue in their churches? Your safeguarder will have access to the various materials or I can send you the information again.
Please will those who lead meetings, activities and worship in which they are encouraging touch and moving around please always remember to give “explicit” permission for people not to participate if they would prefer not to do so? 


Linda Bloomfield 
5th February 2026
lindajbloomfield@yahoo.co.uk
ANNEX

LEIGH & HINDLEY CIRCUIT SAFEGUARDING AUDIT 2025
FEEDBACK FROM REGIONAL OFFICER FOR SAFEGUARDING (ROS)

Red Type denotes my comments
The District expectation is that all Methodist Churches in each Circuit would submit their safeguarding audit within two weeks of the Autumn church council. It was noted by the ROS that most churches in the Leigh & Hindley circuit have responded, and the ROS would like to thank them for their cooperation. Bag Lane, Bedford and Kingsley Methodist Churches did not submit a response.
	Positive aspects of responses received
	Negative aspects of responses received

	Most churches reviewed their safeguarding policy last year
	Astley & Tyldesley and Culcheth policy review out of date.
They were not out of date. The audit was completed just before the Autumn Council meetings in 2025 when the policy was renewed for both churches

	Safeguarding is on each church council agenda and safeguarding posters have up to date ROS contact details
	Some churches appear to have no activity risk assessments.
This is an issue on which a lot of guidance has been shared and support offered.

	All keyholders sign Form D
	Four churches report not taking registers for children’s activities
It may be that there are no activities for C&YP

	All church premises hirers except Bamfurlong have a safeguarding policy
	

	Safer recruitment took place last year for new volunteers where applicable
	



Queries
1. How many activity risk assessments are there at Glazebury as the audit asked for a number. Have verbally reviewed risk assessments been recorded in church council minutes?
2. Have churches stating no activity risk assessments reviewed and none outstanding for review written risk assessments for all church activities?
3. Do Bamfurlong hire out their premises? If so, what checks take place that they have a safeguarding policy or use the church safeguarding policy?
4. Do the four churches who do not take registers for children’s activities have church children’s activities taking place? 
Any feedback about the audit process and queries is welcomed by the ROS.
Recommendations
· The circuit uses the audit findings to devise an appropriate circuit safeguarding plan to continue good practise and address issues raised by the audit (suggested template in appendix i). Circuits can choose their criteria and add others if necessary).
· Activity risk assessments for all church activities need to be in place. They need to reflect a consideration of hazards and ways to reduce the risk of harm and safeguarding aspects such as safer recruitment, ratios of adults to children and safeguarding training. It is recommended that group leaders are involved in writing risk assessments. It should not fall to the church safeguarding officer to write them all.
· The circuit safeguarding officer and superintendent follow up on churches who did not submit a response to gain a clear picture of safeguarding compliance across the whole circuit.
· The audit findings are shared with the Circuit meeting with the exception of safeguarding concern numbers. There were 2 concerns raised by churches up to Circuit level. Each case related to an issue “outside” of church. Appropriate advice was given after I had discussed each with the DSO
Linda Locke
Regional Officer for Safeguarding (NWED)            30/01/2026





