Leigh and Hindley Circuit Meeting
Thursday 18th September at Kingsleigh Methodist Church

1. Opening Devotions           
Rev Alan Bradley led opening devotions to the meeting about his recent sabbatical to Iona.

2. Apologies for Absence
29 members of the meeting were present. XX apologies received. 4 visitors to the meeting.

3. Membership of the Meeting
The membership is as set out in the attendance list.

4. Correspondence
a. The Circuit Leadership Team has written to Rev Katharine Bland due to her current spell in hospital.
b. A letter will be sent to Rev Jeff Walker following a recent operation wishing him all the best on behalf of the Circuit.
c. A letter has been sent to Mrs Boardman and the staff at Westleigh Methodist Primary school following their recent Ofsted inspection.
d. Card to be sent to Rev Mary Jones following a recent spell in hospital.

5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
a. The minutes were signed as a correct record of the previous meeting. Agreed.
b. There were no matters arising from these minutes.

6. Circuit Invitation Committee Report and Recommendation
a. Rev Alan Bradley thanked the CIC for the care and sensitivity in the way the Stationing process was handled. No correspondences have been received and therefore standing orders state that Rev Wilfred is reinvited for a further five years to the Circuit from September 2026.
b. Rev Alan highlighted some key areas of the report, thanking Wilfred for his service to the Circuit and invited the meeting to pray for Rev Wilfred’s continued service to the Circuit.

7. Treasurers’ Report
a. Susan Fisher presented a written report to the meeting, alongside an income and expenditure.
b. Susan asked the Circuit Meeting’s permission to delegate authority to the CLT to appoint an auditor for the Circuit accounts. Agreed. Proposed by John Fisher. Seconded by Kevin Meredith.
c. Susan clarified that the Circuit Charity Commission number is for the Circuit only, not for individual churches. 
d. Three new treasurers have recently been appointed and were welcomed to the Circuit meeting: 
i. After 60 years Alan Eaves has retired as treasurer at A&T. Susan Basnett has been appointed to continue in the role.
ii. Dianne Joseph taken over at Atherton Central, after Irene Goodhew serving for appropriately 9 years.
iii. Peter Lewis to take over at Bamfurlong from Andrew Wilcox, with a small finance team to support Peter in this role.
e. 3Generate takes place in October 2025. 6 young people are attending (2 last year) from St John’s and 3 leaders. Cost has been £720, with the District providing a third, Circuit providing and third and St John’s providing a third. A coach will be picking up young people in Oldham and the Triangle, Bolton. It has been arranged for the young people to meet at The Victoria Hall for an event beforehand to get to know one another. The cost of coach will be split with the District paying a third and the remainer of cost distributed between the Circuits.
f. The District Treasurer has requested a copy of audited accounts to be sent to Circuit Treasurers by the end of November to be forwarded to the District.
g. Because of the sale of Wigan Road, the Circuit will be offering grants to churches which must be based on mission work. An application form will be put together and shared with the Treasurers and Stewards in the coming weeks. Due to TMCP stipulations, this must be focused on mission and cannot be used for the general upkeep of property. They will be available for projects aiming to bring people into our activities. £5000 grant per church, open for 12 months. Can be taken in increments, up to the sum of £5000. Further information will follow.

8. Safeguarding Report
a. A written report will be sent out again as some people have not received it.
b. The vacancy remains for Circuit Safeguarding Officer. It is urgent that this be considered as this is a vastly important role to cover in the Circuit.
c. There will be some upcoming training sessions available for Foundation and Advanced module.

9. Property Report
a. Maureen Hilton presented a verbal report to the meeting.
b. There is very little to report at this moment in time; Maureen reminded churches that their annual returns are to be completed. 
c. St John’s are due their Quinquennial later this year. This will complete the current cycle of Quinquennial inspections.

10. Local Preachers’ Report
a. A written report has been received and was read out by Thomas Martin, in Joyce Daniels’ absence.

11. Schools Report
a. The meeting agreed that both schools had provided excellent reports for the meeting, celebrating the excellent work going on at Westleigh and Bedford Hall. Kevin Meredith thanked the schools for their contributions to the meeting.
b. Kevin reminded the meeting that there remains a vacancy for a foundation governor at Westleigh and shared an extract from an interesting article in the Connexion magazine about the role of a governor.
c. Rev Wilfred shared that he had received cards and prayers from both our Circuit schools during his recent illness. He was touched by the kindness shown by both school communities.

12. Stewards Report
a. Thomas explained that we need to continue to look after our Ministers and their wellbeing. Whilst District have been approached asking for help to support Katharine during Wilfred’s absence, and Wilfred during Katharine’s absence, however little support had been forthcoming.
b. Kevin noted that in recent years the Circuit Stewards have helped to move the Circuit on and expressed his thanks for their work in the way the stationing consultations have been conducted, in a Christian manner, and for everything that goes on behind the scenes.
c. Susan spoke about the Church Stewards meeting, which took place earlier in the year, and mentioned the numerous resources available for local arrangements. Susan suggested that each church to have an LA in the vestry drawer ‘just in case’. There is an increasing pressure on local preachers, and we need to support them as well. Resources can be found on the Methodist website for LA and in the prayer handbook. The Methodist Way of Life, which the Circuit Stewards led a Circuit Service on, has 13 service outlines which would work very well as Local Arrangemnts. 
d. Kevin Meredith asked could the Local Preachers lead a seminar in putting services together for the Stewards to support planning Local Arrangements. Wilfred suggested further Hub services when there is an LA. Thomas reminded the meeting that we now have 5 years before we begin the stationing process again and Kevin highlighted the importance of working as Hubs to support meaningful change.
e. Alan Bradley spoke about creating healthy churches. We need to care for one another and be healthy communities. It may mean that we don’t do everything we used to do. Sacrifice to support preachers and value their work. Gaining something fresh.
f. David Ogilvy spoke about the success of the South Hub – and the need of getting people together to put services together, including involving those who are not worship leaders.
g. David asked about employing somebody for the safeguarding role. Thomas explained that, whilst this has been considered, there remains the difficulty of line management which no member of the Circuit Leadership Team feels they can take on at this time. Thomas has approached the District, but this is something they are unable to help with at the moment.

13. Any Other Business
a. The deadline for requests for the the next Circuit Plan is Thursday 2nd October. Request forms for preachers will be sent out this week.
b. The dates for next Circuit Spiritual Weekend will be Friday 29th, Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st May 2026 and will be led by Rev Alan Bradley.
c. For the next quarter there will be no Circuit service as no month has five Sundays, however the following quarter, there will be two Circuit Services:
a. Palm Sunday, which will be led by Rev Phil Gough
b. Spiritual Weekend, which will be led by Rev Alan Bradley

14. Closing Prayers
Rev Wilfred Robinson closed the meeting in prayer. The meeting shared the grace.

Dates of the Next Meeting
Thursday 23rd April 2026, 7.30pm at Kingsleigh Methodist Church
Thursday 25th June 2026, 7.30pm at Kingsleigh Methodist Church
Thursday 17th September 2026, 7.30pm at Kingsleigh Methodist Church
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